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Message from the Executive Director:  

     I have, in the past, shared stories about some 

of the people who utilize our services and the 

transformative effect mediation can have on the 

understanding of the cause of conflict as well as 

the restoration of relationships.  I think it is also 

important to highlight our mediators.  We have 45 

mediators who volunteer their time to be a part of 

very difficult and emotional situations.  They 

begin each mediation without knowing much 

about the dispute or the disputants,  introduce 

themselves to people who are angry and 

frustrated, and sit down to mediate a conversation 

simply in order to enhance understanding and to 

role-model constructive and respectful 

communication.  It takes skill, dedication, 

compassion, and a strength of character that is 

humbling to observe, in order to voluntarily step 

into the middle of an angry dispute. 

Our Mediation Center is very fortunate to have 

such thoughtful and talented people working for 

us. 

Thank you Mediators! 

 

~ Laura C. Smythe, M.A., M.A., J.D. 

   Executive Director 

 

This is our new logo.  

 

 And — this is our new tag line. 

We hope you like our new appearance.   

------ 

WISH LIST: 

* High Quality, Individually-Wrapped   

Chocolate Candy for our Clients and      

Mediators 

* A Mail Scale (are they still being made?!) 

* Pads of 8 ½ x 11 Paper 

* Law Firms Competing With One Another 

to See Who Can Give The Most Money to 

the Mediation Center of Greater Green Bay 

in 2015! 

The Mediation Center of Greater Green Bay is a 501(c)(3) organization. 

P.O. Box 752, Green Bay, WI  54305 

Phone/Fax:  920-438-7067       

Email:  mediationGGB@yahoo.com  

www.MediationCenterGreaterGreenBay.org 

We Have A New Look! 

“Better Solutions Happen Here” 

Please consider making a donation 
to your Mediation Center.  

We can’t do it without you. 



It is almost Thanksgiving as I write this.  Thanks-

giving is one of my favorite holidays because it 

is, for me, a time for family.  I am blessed to 

have a remarkable family and it gives me great 

joy to spend time with people who may not al-

ways agree with me, or understand me, but, who 

love me and who know me better than anyone 

else. There is a sense of security inherent in be-

ing known and accepted. 

A few weeks ago we had mid-term elections. 

Many millions of people woke up on November 

12 and were absolutely delighted with the results.  

Many millions of people woke up on November 

12 and were dismayed with the results.   

What I think we tend to forget in our polarized 

culture of politics in this country is that most of 

us want the same thing.  Most of us want our 

children to receive a fantastic education.  Most of 

us want our roads and bridges to be cared for and 

safe for travel. Most of us want our country to be 

free from terror and war.  Most of us want our 

planet to be safe for our children and our grand-

children.  Most of us want to know that if we 

work hard we can afford to live a life in which 

we are able to meet all of our basic needs.  Most 

of us want to know that if we are struck with ill-

ness that it won’t mean bankruptcy and the loss 

of our home.  Most of us are concerned about the 

welfare of our family, our friends and our neigh-

bors.   

I hope that in this time of thanksgiving and cele-

bration of many holidays that you will remember 
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how much we share and that neither the color of our 

state nor the color of our skin should divide us to such 

an extent that we lose the capacity to speak to one an-

other and to listen to one another. Imagine a country 

of universal acceptance of differing experiences and 

opinions. 

I offer an alternative way to spend some of your time 

during this holiday season.  Instead of determining 

how many more things we can afford to accumulate, 

and whether or not we can afford to gift ourselves as 

we purchase gifts for others, consider how all of us 

would feel if we took some time to: 

* Call a friend with whom we haven’t spoken 

for a while. 

* Write a letter to somebody who still craves 

and appreciates snail mail. 

* Hug our family members and tell each of them 

what we appreciate about them. 

* Approach with curiosity, rather than judgment, 

people who have opinions that are absolutely 

unfathomable to you.  

*And – (this is shameless advertising) consider 

asking the Mediation Center of Greater Green 

Bay to be of help with that conflict that has 

been driving you nuts for far too long. We offer 

the security of acceptance of varying, and even 

widely diverging, opinions. 

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 


